
Patient care at hospitals does not stop when severe weather 
strikes.   So when Florida Hospital Orlando decided to build its 
Ginsburg Patient Tower, weather-resistance was at the top of the 
list of building requirements.

The architectural team at Hunton Brady Architects designed a 
sleek, 15-story glass-clad building to house 400 inpatient rooms, 
a state-of-the-art Cardiovascular Institute and Emergency Center.  
Floor-to-ceiling windows throughout the facility offer patients 
bright, cheerful rooms with beautiful water views.

While the large windows create a cheerful hospital interior, the 
Ginsburg Patient Tower sits directly in the middle of Florida’s 
peninsula, which is frequently battered by hurricanes and tropical 
storms.  That meant the glazing needed to be able to withstand 
high winds and impact wind-borne debris, all while keeping water 
at bay.

“We wanted a seamless, monolithic look that could meet all of the 
energy and hurricane code requirements,” says Drew Krecicki, 
AIA, associate and project manager at Hunton Brady Architects.

Due to the importance of the glazing in the project, general 
contractor Brasfield & Gorrie, LLC opted to get a glazing contractor 
involved from the beginning of the project.  After reviewing a 
handful of bids, Brasfield & Gorrie recommended Crawford Tracey 
to the building owners. 

Crawford Tracey supplied the ProTech 7SG large and small 
missile impact system with integrated operable vents, applied 
caps and applied 12-inch fins.  The system offers the project. 
design versatility as well as the speed and quality control of a 
unitized system.  It also provides the industry’s highest available 
fixed system water resistance. 

To ensure that the glazing system would fit seamlessly into the 
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Project Name & Location
  Florida Hospital Ginsbrg Patient Tower -   
  Orlando, FL
Contract Value
  Glazing: $8,000,000
Glazing Systems 
  Crawford Tracey ProTech 7sG
Architect
  Hunton Brady Architects - Orlando, FL
General Contractor 
  Brasfield & Gorrie - Orlando, FL
Glazing Contractor
  Crawford Tracey Corp. - Deerfield    
  Beach, FL
Glass Fabricator
  Viracon
PVB Interlayer Fabricator
  DuPont and solutia
  

Founded in 1956, Crawford Tracey Corporation provides innovative, quality glazing systems. The company 
developed, tested and installed the first impact-resistant, four-sided, structurally glazed system in the 
United States and continually offers unique designs to meet specific project needs. 

Crawford Tracey offers a complete line of impact-resistant window and door systems for commercial and 
residential construction applications. The company designs, manufactures and installs all of its products 
with unsurpassed quality and customer service. An experienced, quality-minded staff ensures the timely 
completion and quality product that continues to meet or exceed the expectations of general contractors, 
architects and owners alike.   

crawfordtracey.com 

954-698-6888
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hospital design, Crawford Tracey worked closely with the 
design and construction teams starting early in the process. 
“Crawford Tracey provided support from preconstruction 
through construction documents, assisting the designers 
with project-specific details of their NOA approved system,” 
says Peyton Robertson, vice president and division 
manager of Florida Healthcare for Brasfield & Gorrie. 

When construction began, Brasfield & Gorrie elected to 
have the Crawford Tracey team field measure openings 
before ordering glass.  “Despite the fact that they had 
to field-measure openings, they were able to meet their 
deadlines for material delivery and installation,” says 
Robertson.

Crawford Tracey completed the installation on-time and 
on-budget, allowing the rest of the construction to progress 
smoothly.

At the completion of the project, the owner tested the 
building’s exterior glazing to AAMA 501.2 standards for 
water resistance.  

Lynn Smith, PhD, LLC, CHE, the hospital’s Facilities 
Engineer/Facilities Specialist conducted the testing and 
found no issues at the time.  Even now, after the building 
has been open more than two years, there have not been 
any problems.

“We’ve had no problems since the installation, not a one,” 
says Smith. “I’m very happy with Crawford Tracey as far 
as the product they produced, and I’m happy with the 
people I work with at Crawford Tracey.  They are very 
accommodating; they listen; they correct it immediately if 
there’s a problem.”

In fact, although AAMA 501.2 testing protocol only calls for 
35 psi of water 12 inches from the area of testing, on the 
most recent Crawford Tracey curtain wall, Lynn turned up 
the pressure to 100 psi on one of the panes.  There were 
no problems.    “That gives me, and the hospital ownership, 
great peace of mind about the Crawford Tracey products 
and installation,” he says.

The hospital has since worked with Crawford Tracey on two 
additional projects, both with the same positive results.
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MORE CRAWFORD TRACEY PROJECTS
( fo r  a  l i s t  o f  recen t  p ro jec ts  go  to  www.c tca ia .com)

All Children’s Hospital (St. Petersburg, FL) - Health Care: window wall and curtain wall glazing system

Nova University (Ft. Lauderdale, FL) - Education: skylights, curtain wall and fixed windows for multiple buildings

5th & Alton Retail Complex (Miami, FL) - Retail/Mixed Use: curtain wall and storefront windows

Broward County Courthouse (Ft. Lauderdale) - Government: retrofit curtain wall and fixed windows

Glazing Profile FL Hospital (print2).indd   2 10/12/11   9:31 PM


